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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Tasks of Character Education
in Elementary School

Lee, Kwan Su

Major in Elementary Moral Education
Graduate School of Education

Chuncheon National University of Education

Supervised by Ph. D. Lee, Young Mun

These days, rapid changes in our value system make character
education very difficult, at school, at home, and at a community level
Therefore this study investigates the factors that make character
education in the elementary school challenging and we also
investigates the tasks of character educations.

This study investigated the current situations of education which
elementary school faces now. The study also investigated situations
at a home level; the influence of nuclear family system on education
at home and various results of weakened home education. Also, this
study examined situations at commuhity level; various social problems
that the rapid transitions into the modern industrialized society have
created, and its influences on morality. The study also examined
some changes in the criminal status. This study included an
examination of the traditional systems of character education in the

past as well as contemporary systems of the character educations



now. This study shows some positive points of traditional character
educations and suggested some possible ways to introduce them into
practice. The study also examined some ways of implementing
character education through experience centered education rather than
through knowledge centered education. Tasks of the character

education includes the followings;

1. Tasks of character education at a School level.

The curriculum should be made to insure a sound knowledge,
sound morality and sound body for the students is built and an effort
should be made to achieve this goal in practical level. The teachers
should be trained to be a moral model to ensure effective character
education and the work load should be lightened and distributed
effectively for the teacher to concentrate on education. Efforts should
be made to encourge coopertions between home and school to make
education through direct experience and practice possible. The
Elementary school curriculum should be revised to integrate
curriculums to ensure character education rather than the knowledge

education for the higher educations.

2. Tasks of the character education at the home level.

For the success of character education, it is important to strengthen
character education at home and acknowledge the new roles of
parents in character education character education for the parents
should be provided, so that they have the ability to implement
character education at home. Parents with the right morality and
ability should cooperate with the school to ensure the effectiveness of
character educations by the cooperations with the school. The parents

can also participate in character education through programs of their

— 75—



own making.

3. Tasks of the character education at community level.

In character education, involvement of community is very important
because peer groups, mass media and social trends have a great
impact on students in modern society. Enough space for the students
should be provided for the students to learn about attitude "living
together”, mutual yield and negotiation skills through playing with
other students. Religious life should be recommended to ensure
successful character educations and bad environment should be

removed for character education also.

character education is not a new idea nor an impossible task to be
implemented. It can not be a educational slogan in propaganda nor
goals achieved instantly. It can not be achieved by implementation in
only one subject in school. It should be implemented in school
activities across the board repeatedly. It should be a subject that
every teacher is in charge of. Home and community should become

involved as a cooperator in character education
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