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Introduction of
Georg-Christoph-Lichtenberg-Gesamtschule
Gottingen, Germany

Wolfgang Vogelsaenger

History

In 1970 a group of politicians, teachers, parents, architects and scientists came
together at the University of Goéttingen to find a solution for obvious flaws and
problems of-German school system. This school system was and in its main parts still
is a historical relict of feudalism and a society of social classes. While in Primary
school all children learn together in one classroom, our 10-year-olds are sent to three
different kinds of schools based on a prediction for the academic level they might
reach at the end of school. This construction leads to an inequality: Children from
academic families are proven to be much more successful in this system than children
with a working class background.

The group decided to plan a school for the future which is fair and which opens
chances for all children and prepares them for a future life in a diverse society. For a
society of postindustrialism in which you need people with unique ideas, with creativity
and with the ability to work in teams. For a respect for all the other people of the
world, for nature and environment.

They traveled around Germany and Sweden in search for ideas for a good and
modern school and developed a concept, which we've now been practicing since 1975
and for which we received the German school award of the Robert-Bosch-Foundation
as the best school in Germany in 2011.

The idea

Construction of a school, in which the separation of children according to social

classes, intellect, cultural background, abilities and disabilities is overcome.

A school

= Where learning is a matter of cooperation between children, parents and teachers,
not of the parents ability to pay private lessons.

= With a lean-management, based on the confidence and competence of teams, for
children and adults in the same way.

= Where children and adults can learn and live and in which the individual child is in
the center of attention .



Introduction of Georg-Christoph-Lichtenberg-Gesamtschule Gottingen, Germany

= Where you work on problems, not in separated subjects (for example: crises instead
of the Roman Republic; German Identity instead of Nationalsozialismus (Nazism)).

= Where teamwork, self-management, practical competences and knowledge have the
same importance.

The concept

= We take the children according to the distribution of the children in the classical
3-line-school system in our region.

= We combine them to have a representative group according to our region.

= We live a school for nearly all talents: knowledge, music, theatre, dancing, circus,
handicraft, travelling,

= No stay downs within the first 6 years.

= No marks for the first 4 years. Instead students reflect their development within the
last semester in a letter to the teacher. The teachers reflect the student’s
development in a letter of their own. Both versions are delivered to the parents and
are discussed between the three parties.

= Teachers tutor their classes for 6 years.

= Two teachers are equally responsible for one class.

= They teach many lessons in their class to really know each of their students and the
parents.

= The 30 students of a class work in 5 teams 3 girls and 3 boys per table, with
different abilities and interests in different subjects..

= They get tasks and challenges to solve in their team. Those tasks are designed in a
way that the group has a common goal which can be reached if everybody
contributes according to his or her abilities.

= Students decide in each part of the lessons, on which level they want to work.

» According to those levels (all in one classroom, no separation in courses) they get
their certificates after 6 or 9 years

= Around 70% of our children pass the German Abitur which enables them to study at
a university.

* Like the students work in teams, all the adults work in teams as well.

= The teachers can influence their timetables within their teams, they organize the
substitutions in case of iliness, they have their own budget.

= They hold regular meetings in their teams to discuss important pedagogical or
institutional matters.

= The tutors and the 6 members of a tablegroup meet with their parents for an
educational discussion every 3 months in one student’s private home.
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The facts

= Public school

= Every year registration of about 350 children for 170 places

= 1600 students, 200 adults, a diversity of children (with mental or other disabilities),
students from all kind of families and countries

= Very good results in all national tests

= Visited by thousands of visitors

= Member of different networks

= Evaluated by government, foundations and university

= Blueprint for many other schools in Germany, Austria or the Netherlands

Perspectives for the next years

= No marks at all in school

= Definition of what has to be learned and teached for the future society and why it
has to be teached and learned (important is the requirement on knowledge of the
children for the years 2035 til 2100 and not our idear of learning at School. Our
generation is noétig so successful in making a better world. We must change the
view from our view as adults to the view from the children.

= Multiprofessional teams (teachers, psychologues, physicians, Specialist for disabled
children....... )

= No more central examinations

= More projects in real life

This is a summary of the presentation in English. See attached a German text for
more details.
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